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ANNEX 2 – Outcome of Regional meetings

1. Black Sea

Regional Meeting with the Black Sea Member States following the Assessment of the Commission on the MSFD implementation (Article 12 report)

Brussels, 26/27 March 2014

Final Conclusions

Introduction 

This was the first of the four follow up meetings organised by the Commission to discuss recommendations in the article 12 assessment reports, focused on the regional level and associated links to the Regional Sea Conventions. 

It aimed to provide a platform for Bulgaria, Romania and the Commission to discuss the analysis, clarify any outstanding issues and address the general and country-specific recommendations contained in the report. 

It is the first step towards a regionally coordinated and agreed response to the Recommendations made for the short, mid and long term, in order to better implement the MSFD.

Discussion

The meeting discussed the results of the Commission report (COM(2014) 97) and the related recommendations in relation to the implementation of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD – 2008/56/EC). It was recognised that: 

· there are a number of shortcomings as regards the adequacy and coherence of the national approaches for defining Good Environmental Status (GES) (Article 9), setting environmental targets and related indicators (Article 10) and carrying out the initial assessment (Article 8)3. Also other shortcomings identified by the Commission (e.g. on marine waters geographic data) in the report have been raised. 

· it will be necessary to address these issues and develop a joint understanding of what needs to be done in the short- (2014), mid-(2016) and long- (2018) term to address these shortcomings. 

· the shortcomings should not affect negatively the implementation of monitoring programmes and the programmes of measures and therefore some adaptations will be necessary before these programmes are finalised. 

3 Commission assessment on Article 8 for RO finalized and for BG draft circulated at the meeting.  


· therefore, it is necessary and urgent to have coherent GES definition, assessment methods and a common environmental targets set agreed, if not harmonised, and related indicators. This will allow the establishment of coordinated, effective and cost-efficient monitoring programmes and will pave the way for programmes of measures which incorporate the improved GES work. 

· the specificities of the Black Sea should be taken into account , such as anoxia below 200m, specificities of regional cooperation with other Black Sea countries including the absence of regional fisheries management organisation. 

· Other challenges will need to be addressed in the next stages of MSFD implementation such as lack of monitoring data in the open sea. 

Conclusions 

On the basis of the discussion, Bulgaria and Romania committed themselves to: 

1. Work together to improve adequacy and coherence of the MSFD implementation. In doing so, Bulgaria and Romania are already collaborating actively to implement the Black Sea Work Programme agreed in the context of CIS with the support of a dedicated project4 financed by the Commission 

2. Revise and further develop together the coherent definition of GES, environmental targets and related indicators for the marine waters of Bulgaria and Romania taking into account the assessment and the recommendations of the Commission. These revisions will be done, as much as possible, in 2014. However, where this is not possible, a work plan will be established per descriptor in 2014 by when what improvements can be expected. 

3. Develop coordinated monitoring programmes which will be based, as much as possible, on the revised setting of GES and targets (and related indicators) addressing thereby the identified shortcomings. If GES and targets cannot be revised in time, at least, a list of common parameters is considered in order to allow the further development of GES and target setting thereafter. The monitoring programmes will be documented in agreed monitoring fact sheet templates and will be prepared along the following agreed timetable (see Annex 1) taking into account the need for public participation. 

4. To prepare jointly an action plan which lists the gaps and shortcomings in relation to the initial assessment (Article 8) and, where necessary GES and environmental targets setting, and sets out individual or joint actions towards 2018 to address these gaps. 
5. Develop coordinated programmes of measures taking into account the revised GES and targets. 

Furthermore, the Commission committed itself to:

4 Project title: "Technical and administrative support for the joint implementation of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) in Bulgaria and Romania" 

Support the cooperation between Bulgaria and Romania, e.g. through the above-mentioned support contract and dedicated meetings on particular issues. 

· Improve the electronic reporting system to make it more user-friendly and reduce administrative burden 

The Commission invited Bulgaria and Romania to: 

· implement these agreements and provide an overview on the progress of this work at the latest with the report for monitoring programmes (i.e. 15 October 2014). Such a progress report should address, in particular, how the Member States, individually or together, have addressed the recommendations made by the Commission. 

· send written comments on the Commission's assessment report (including the technical assessments) if they consider it useful5. The COM will acknowledge additional information provided and improvements accomplished. 

All participants agreed to: 

· Present the results of this meeting to the MSCG in May and the Marine Directors in June, with a view to a shared understanding between COM and MS of the analysis of the MSFD reports and to a coherent follow up of its results throughout the EU. 

· Make this document publically available, once agreed. 


Final remarks 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In order to implement the MSFD and address the shortcomings identified by the Commission (in its Article 12 report), the results of technical work have to be translated into political and legal commitments. Furthermore, the implementation will only be successful if sufficient resources are allocated for the protection of the marine environment 

Furthermore, it would be beneficial to communicate the work done in the context of MSFD implementation to the other countries in the Black Sea (through the Black Sea Commission) and the Danube (through the ICPDR). Moreover, it may be useful to re-launch contacts with Turkey in a trilateral context. 

Increasing attention to oceans (global ocean assessment and discussion on Sustainable Development Goals for oceans) could give new impetus to regional cooperation, including in the Black Sea, thereby facilitating MSFD implementation by Bulgaria and Romania.






 5 The Commission may, however, not amend its assessment reports but rather publish the Member States' comments alongside its report. 

